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Drottningholms Slottsteater, the Court Theatre 
at the World Heritage property of  Drottningholm,
opened in . The theatre is the only th 

century theatre in the world with its original stage
machinery still in use. We host opera, theatre,
dance, family performances, concerts and guided
tours, always in a genuine period spirit. Drottning-
holms Slottsteater is a national institution tasked

and funded by the Swedish government.

The European Route of  Historic Theatres 
connects  of  the most interesting and best 
preserved theatre buildings in Europe along a 
cultural tourism route. The theatres form a very
special part of  our common European heritage.
One of  the routes, the Nordic Route, includes the-
atres in Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark.

Find out more at erht.eu 

Would you like to support Drottningholm Slotts-
teater and its cultural heritage? Become a partner
and get involved in something unique. Hold a 
special company event with that little bit extra. 
Or become a donor and contribute to the 

theatre’s development. 

For more information on the theatre, 
performances and guided tours, see dtm.se
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Dear audience
After a long winter, we’re now throwing open the doors at last to our
enchanting rococo theatre and a season of  wonderful transformations.
This year, we’ve decided to explore our present and our future, and
mirror them in the exquisite world of  the Baroque. We’ll be playing
with the theme of  metamorphosis and seeing how it might connect 
to our own tumultuous times. Join us in the world’s most beautiful
theatre!
This year’s productions and Esprit! event plunges into early music,

its multifaceted stories and its sometimes bewildering manifestations.
We’ve brought in artists commanding in both expression and the 
impression they make on contemporary art to create something new
in our unique theatre environment. First up is Japanese master chore-
ographer   with a staging of  -
’ opéra-ballet , a story that raises questions
about fantasy and reality, fiction and truth in our own lives. In 
September it’s the world première of     , 
a contemporary opera with its roots in th century Europe – a 
politically charged era not unlike our own. The Jewish composer 
  and his sister Europa lived in a turbulent time and
the production interrogates issues of  identity and of  belonging to a
minority in a majority society, and was conceived by  , 
director, and  , the theatre’s music director. Internatio-
nally renowned artist   creates the set design with
the theatre’s own scenery, while fashion designer   has
created the costumes.
For the youngest of  our visitors,   has 

created and is staging     ,
a newly written imaginative play based on  by the
Roman poet . 
Our thematic tours include subjects like Queen  

’s intercultural vision for Sweden, and how  
 – who would have turned  this year – was inspired by
the theatre to film his legendary version of  ’  .
The history of  the theatre is truly an inexhaustible and inspirational
source to tap into. 
Welcome to Drottningholm Slottsteater, a place of  fantasy, 

metamorphoses and, not least, enlightenment!

Sofi Lerström
Artistic and Managing Director



Pygmalion



Opéra-ballet in one act by Jean-Philippe Rameau () with prologue

In his quest for perfection, Pygmalion falls in love with a statue of  his own 
making, which is finally brought to life by Cupid (Amour), the god of  love. 
Pygmalion is a classical tale that has appeared in many guises, from Roman 
poet Ovid’s Metamorphoses to the musical My Fair Lady.

Libretto                                             Sylvain Ballot de Sauvot 
Conductor                                        Vittorio Ghielmi
Director/choreographer/
set and costumes/lighting                 Saburo Teshigawara
Saburo Teshigawara’s 
artistic collaborator                           Rihoko Sato
Wigs and make-up                            Sofia Ranow

Cast                                                   Anders J Dahlin, Kerstin Avemo,
                                                         Hanna Husáhr, Silvia Moi
Dancers                                             Saburo Teshigawara, Rihoko 
                                                         Sato and Quentin Roger from 
                                                         company KARAS
The Drottningholm Theatre Chorus
The Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra

In French, with Swedish surtitles. English synopsis in the programme
booklet. Approx.  hrs including prologue and intermission. 

With support from the Friends of  Drottningholms Slottsteater via the Henrik
Nordmark Foundation 
With support from Märta Christina och Magnus Vahlquists Stiftelse
With support from Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa Foundation

28 July–11 August (see calendar)
Tickets SEK 295 / 495 / 795 / 895 / 995

Esprit! Pre-performance talk in the Déjeuner Salon
Before each opera we offer a special pre-performance 
 August at .    Theatre and transformation
                               Lars Ring, theatre critic. In Swedish.
 August at .    Transformation as punishment and liberation. 
                               Andrea Lundgren, author. In Swedish.
 August at .   Pygmalion’s power struggles
                               Jean Jacques Rosseau, his arch-enemy 
                               Jean-Philippe Rameau and the Pygmalion myth. 
                               Maria Gullstam, doctoral student of  Theatre 
                               studies, editor and author of  Rousseau on stage. 
                               In English.

For more talks and details, see dtm.se



The Siblings 
of Mantua



Opera in two acts. World première

A brand new opera with old music, based on the true story of  composer Salamone
Rossi and his sister Europa, who lived in Mantua around the turn of  the 17th
century. He was composer and she an acclaimed singer at the Mantuan court, and
one of  the first genuine Italian opera stars. A contemporary opera with its roots in
17th century Europe, a politically charged time not unlike our own.

Original idea and concept             Pia Forsgren and Maria Lindal
Libretto                                          Magnus Florin
Music                                              Salamone Rossi, Claudio 
                                                       Monteverdi, Francesca Caccini 
                                                       and traditional sephardic music
Newly composed music  Djuro Zivkovic
Newly composed music, 
adaptation and arrangements        Andreas Edlund
Director                                          Pia Forsgren
Music director                                Maria Lindal
Stage design                                   Mamma Andersson 
Costumes                                        Behnaz Aram
Light design                                   Jenny André
Wigs and make-up                         Sofia Ranow
Cast                                                Yaniv d’Or, Francesca Lombardi
                                                       Mazzulli, Karim Sulayman, 
                                                       Markus Schwartz, 
                                                       Carl Unander-Scharin
The Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra, Chorus and Dancers
In Swedish with English surtitles. Approx.  hours including intermission.

In association with the Robert Weil Family Foundation
With support from the Friends of  Drottningholms Slottsteater via the Henrik
Nordmark Foundation
The costume design by Behnaz Aram has been awarded the Mikael T Zielinski Prize 

8–22 September (see calendar)
Tickets (ordinary) SEK 295 / 495 / 795 / 895 / 995
Tickets (for young people up to 26 years old) SEK 150 / 275 / 350 / 425 / 495

Esprit! Pre-performance talk in the Déjeuner Salon
Before each opera we offer a special pre-performance talk 
 September at .     The stage as a room. Mamma Andersson, 
                                       artist and scenographer. In Swedish.
 September at .    Kaddish on a motorbike. Leif  Zern, theatre 
                                       critic and author. In Swedish.
 September at .     A common we in a time of  diversity. 
                                       Lars Trägårdh, historian and author. 
                                       In Swedish.
 September at .    Traces of  existence. Christina Gamstorp, 
                                       manager at the Jewish museum. In Swedish.
For more talks and details, see dtm.se 



Esprit! 



Esprit! is a new form of  event that is as entertaining as it is enlightening.
While we stand firm in our tradition and history, we look ahead to
the future and beyond to the outside world, in the belief  that contem-
porary arts must be free to encounter the deep cultural heritage to
give birth to new, surprising forms of  expression.

Grand opening and National Day 6 June
Join us as the theatre opens for the season! We invite you to a day 
of  song, music, tours, dance and one or two surprises! Pony-and-cart
rides in the park, face painting à la s, pottering, dress-up tours
and -minute opera in the theatre tent will keep the little ones 
entertained too.
6 June, 11.00-16.00

The Royal Academy of Transformation
Kungliga Förvandlingsakademien

A performance in two short acts for our youngest audiences (from 4 to 7 years old).
The little ensemble, two musicians and actors have all changed, or dreamt of
changing from something to something else. From a person to a tree, for example.
Or from a dust-ball to a cloud. In Swedish but with lots of  music!

Concept, script and director             Tuvalisa Rangström
Musical concept                                Maria Lindal
The Secretary                                   Julia Dufvenius
The Chandelier                                Mikael Augustsson
The Tree                                           Jonas Dominique

19 May at 11.00 and at 13.00, 26 May at 11.00 and at 13.00, 6 June at 11.00,
25 August at 11.00 and at 13.00
Tickets SEK 80
With support from Jacob Wallenberg Foundation
With support from Infinity Foundation

Ingmar Bergman 100-Year Jubilee
 marks the -year anniversary of    birth. 
Inspired by the magic of  the Drottningholm Theatre, he creates 
the film version of      in . Join the
guided tour  and    and learn more 
about this fascinating film project. More on the international jubilee 
programme on ingmarbergman.se and The Ingmar Bergman 
International Theatre Festival  at Dramaten, dramaten.se.



Guided tours



Follow our multi-lingual guides on a -
minute tour of  the theatre that will give 
you an idea of  what life was like in the th 
century theatre and a deeper understanding
of  our living cultural heritage. 

The theatre is open for guided tours daily
from April to October, and on weekends in
March, November and up to  December.
Guided tours in English every hour on the
hour; in French and German in peak season.
In addition to the tour you are welcome to
the Theatre Shop to watch a short film on
our unique stage machinery.
Group bookings are available all year
around. Tel. +     or
guide@dtm.se

Tickets are available in the Theatre Shop
and the theme tours also on ticketmaster.se.
A World Heritage ticket includes a tour of
the theatre, the palace and the Chinese 
pavilion. A Combination ticket includes a
tour of  the theatre and the palace, spring
and autumn. You can also purchase a 
combined boat/tour ticket, which includes 
a boat trip from Stockholm and a tour of  the
theatre, the palace and the Chinese pavilion.
Available from stromma.se.

A -minute guided tour starts at . be-
fore each evening performance. In English.
Book when purchasing your performance
tickets or separately in the Theatre Shop.

Theme tours
Join a theme tour to learn interesting facts
about the theatre. Tickets can be purchased
online or in the Theatre Shop. Group 
bookings are available on request; please
write to guide@dtm.se

Bergman and The Magic Flute
Ingmar Bergman’s film version of  the 
famous Mozart opera was set in a mock-up
of  the Drottningholm theatre. Join theatre
historian Péter Balás on a guided tour and
learn more about this fascinating film project.

At 15.00 on 30 June, 1 July, 15 July 
and 25 August
Tickets SEK 150, students SEK 100

Rendezvous – the History of 
Love and Passion
From rococo serenades, engagements and
royal weddings to the secret intrigues of  the
incognito boxes. This special guided tour of
the court theatre also looks at homosexuality,
sailors and prostitution in the th century.
This is a full tour of  the theatre and involves
climbing steps and staircases.

At 15.00 on 29 July, 30 July, 
1 August and 3 August
Tickets SEK 150, students SEK 100

Backstage tour
We celebrate the European Historic Theatres
Day with an exclusive guided tour of  Drott-
ningholm Court Theatre, including the
backstage area and its unique stage machi-
nery. In English. Every year on and around
25 October, historic theatre buildings across
Europe, as well as institutions and initiatives
devoted to our theatre heritage, celebrate the
European Historic Theatres Day. Inaugura-
ted by PERSPECTIV –  the Association of
Historic Theatres in Europe – this is the 
second European Historic Theatres Day. 



From the ancient Greeks to the present day,
the theatre buildings of  Europe have reflected
the colourful tapestry of  the cultural, social
and artistic history of  our continent. The
European Historic Theatres Day invites all
Europeans to discover how the history of
Europe is mirrored in these wonderful buil-
dings, to watch stage machinery old and new
in action, and to enjoy our rich cultural heri-
tage. Your guide will be Åsa Tillman, Plan-
ning Manager at Drottningholms Slottsteater
and Vice President of  PERSPECTIV. Let’s
celebrate!

25 October at 11.00 (in English) 
and at 13.00 (in Swedish)
Tickets SEK 150, students SEK100

A Gustavian Christmas
Join us as we step back into an th century
Christmas. Find out what people ate, how
they kept warm, how many candles were
consumed, and how the royals entertained
themselves with lots of  yuletide play-acting.
Not to be missed: the traditional Christmas
Fair at Drottningholm, 8-9 December.

8 December at 12.00 and at 14.00, 
9 December at 12.00 and at 14.00
Tickets SEK 150, students SEK 100

For the whole family
Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps
A guided tour for children (from age ) that
starts with some dressing up in th century
costumes! Mainly in Swedish, but as a parent
you may translate with the multi-lingual
guide.

At 12. 30 on 5 May, 6 May, 12 May, 13 May, 20 May,
3 June, 9 September, 23 September and 
30 September
At 12.00 and 14.00 from 29 October to 
4 November 
Tickets children SEK 50, adults SEK 100

Esprit! The Royal Academy 
of Transformation
A performance for our youngest audiences. 
In Swedish but with a lot of  music! Read more
under Esprit! and in the calendar. 

Grand opening and National Day 6 June
Join us as the theatre opens for the season!
We invite you to a day of  song, music, tours,
dance and one or two surprises! Pony-and-
cart rides in the park, face painting à la
s, pottering, dress-up tours and -minute
opera in the theatre tent will keep the little
ones entertained too.

Halloween fun
Theatre ghosts and stage spooks 
– a spine chilling dramatised tour!
We hunt for ghosts from the past. The tours
are in Swedish, but there’ll be thrills and
chills no matter what language you speak, 
as we move backstage into the darkness of
the theatre…

29 October – 3 November
At 11.00 ages 4-6
At 13.00 ages 7-11
At 15.00 ages 12 and up
Tickets children SEK 80, adults SEK 120



Tickets

Tickets to the performances and theme tours
are easily booked online at ticketmaster.se 
or by phone (Ticketmaster Callcenter) 
+    . Choose “eTicket” to 
obtain your e-ticket after payment by credit
card. If  you want tickets for a group (mini-
mum 15 tickets), please send a request to 
biljett@dtm.se. Already in Stockholm? Buy
tickets direct at Stockholms Turaffär in the
upper hall of  Stockholm Central Station 
or in the Theatre Shop at Drottningholm.
On booking, you can also pre-order a 
programme, a picnic, a guided tour, interval 
refreshments and/or a bus back to 
Stockholm after the performance.

The Déjeuner Salon Bar

The Déjeuner Salon Bar opens  minutes
before performances and during intervals.
We serve coffee/tea, snacks, wine, cham-
pagne and soft drinks. Before each opera the
bar also hosts a free pre-performance talk.

The Theatre Shop

The Theatre Shop has plenty of  gifts and
souvenirs for all ages and budgets. You might
like a handmade Rococo style candlestick, a
glittering hair slide, or perhaps a commedia
dell’arte mask. We also stock books on theat-
rical history, Gustav III’s actors and other
th topics as well as Mozart operas on CD
and DVD. There are lots of  fun things for
children and beautiful ornaments, including
ceramics decorated with patterns from the
theatre’s hand-painted wallpapers. The 
Theatre Shop also issues tickets for guided
tours and performances, and shows a short
film on the theatre’s stage machinery.

Christmas Fair at Drottningholm

A traditional Christmas Market selling food
and handicrafts is held every year outside the
theatre . We also open the theatre for guided
tours and in the Theatre Shop there are lots
of  ornaments and gifts that are just right for
Christmas!
8–9 December at 11.00-16.00

As a friend you support an internationally unique 
theatre, listed as a World Heritage Site and will 
enjoy several benefits, e.g.

• Priority booking of tickets to opera performances
• Participation in the draw for free tickets to dress rehearsals 
• Free entry to regular guided tours of Drottningholms 
  Slottsteater

For subscription contact the Secretary’s office on 
dtv@drottningholmsteaternsvanner.se. Membership 
can also be purchased in the Theatre Shop.

Welcome to the Friends! 



March                  1–31                                                                                         Guided Tours                            Regular tours Saturday-Sunday

April                        1 April–31 October                                                    Guided Tours                            Regular tours daily

May                        5                                      12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   6                                      12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   12                                    12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   13                                    12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   19                                    11.00. 13.00                            Esprit!                                              The Royal Academy of Transformation

                                   20                                  12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   26                                  11.00. 13.00                            Esprit!                                              The Royal Academy of Transformation

June                      3                                      12.30                                            For the whole family           Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   6                                      11.00–16.00                            Esprit!                                              Grand opening and National Day

                                   6                                      11.00                                             Esprit!                                              The Royal Academy of Transformation

                                   30                                  15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Bergman and The Magic Flute 

July                         1                                       15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Bergman and The Magic Flute 

                                   15                                    15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Bergman and The Magic Flute 

                                   28                                  18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   28                                   19.30                                            Opera                                              Pygmalion PREMIÈRE

                                   29                                  15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Rendezvous…

                                   30                                  15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Rendezvous…

                                   31                                    18.30                                           Esprit!                                              Pre-performance talk

                                   31                                    19.30                                            Opera                                              Pygmalion 

August                 1                                       15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Rendezvous…

                                   2                                      18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   2                                      19.30                                            Opera                                             Pygmalion 

                                   3                                      15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Rendezvous…

                                   4                                      15.00                                            Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   4                                      16.00                                           Opera                                              Pygmalion 

                                   5                                      15.00                                            Esprit!                                             re-performance talk

                                   5                                      16.00                                           Opera                                              Pygmalion 

                                   7                                      18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   7                                      19.30                                            Opera                                              Pygmalion 

                                   9                                      18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   9                                      19.30                                            Opera                                             Pygmalion 

                                   11                                     14.00                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   11                                     16.00                                           Opera                                              Pygmalion

                                   25                                   11.00, 13.00                            Esprit!                                             The Royal Academy of Transformation

                                   25                                   15.00                                            Guided Tours                            Bergman and The Magic Flute 

Calendar 2018



September      8                                      18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   8                                      19.30                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua WORLD PREMIÈRE

                                   9                                      12.30                                            For the whole family           Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   11                                     18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   11                                     19.30                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua 

                                   13                                    18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   13                                    19.30                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua

                                   15                                    15.00                                            Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   15                                    16.00                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua

                                   17                                    18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   17                                    19.30                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua

                                   20                                  18.30                                           Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   20                                   19.30                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua

                                   22                                   15.00                                            Esprit!                                             Pre-performance talk

                                   22                                   16.00                                           Opera                                              The Siblings of Mantua

                                   23                                  12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

                                   30                                  12.30                                            For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

October             25                                   11.00                                             Guided Tours                            Backstage Tour

                                   29 Oct–3 Nov     11.00, 13.00, 15.00            For the whole family           Theatre Ghosts and Stage Spooks

                                   29 Oct–4 Nov     12.00, 14.00                           For the whole family            Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps

1 November–16 December                                                                   Guided Tours                            Regular tours Saturday–Sunday

December       8                                      12.00, 14.00                           Guided Tours                            A Gustavian Christmas

                                   9                                      12.00, 14.00                           Guided Tours                            A Gustavian Christmas




