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Drottningholms Slottsteater, the Court  
Theatre at the World Heritage  

Drottningholm, opened in 1766. The theatre 
is the only 18th century theatre in the world 
with its original stage machinery still in use.  

We perform opera, and give family  
performances, concerts and guided tours, 
always with a touch of  the 18th century. 

Drottningholms Slottsteater is a national  
institution with assignment and grant from 

the Swedish government. For more  
information on the theatre, performances 

and guided tours see www.dtm.se  

In the European Route of  Historic  
Theatres, 120 of  the most interesting and 
best preserved theatre buildings in Europe 
are connected in a cultural tourism route. 

The theatres form a very special part of  our 
common European heritage. One of  the 

routes, the Nordic Route, includes theatres 
in Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark. 

Find out more at ww.europeanroute.info
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Dear Audiences!
The philosophical and political concerns of  the 18th century are 
no less relevant today as they were then. Both eras are marked by a 
process of  drastic change that pushes notions of  humanism, equality 
and freedom to crisis point. Our exhibitions and thematic tours 
build upon these ideas and offer a diversity of  artistic expression and 
perspectives.

Our aim is to turn the spotlight on the ideals, values and aesthetics 
of  the Enlightenment as we flaunt the beauty of  the theatre itself.  
In the alchemist’s secret – drottningholm and the quest for 
gold, we bring all the magical machinery of  the theatre to life as we 
transmute the fifth element – or quintessence – and contemporary 
conceptions of  nature into a whimsical fancy centred on King Gus-
tav III’s own goldmaker August Nordenskiöld, played by actress  
stina ekblad. With karolina blixt/mezzo and pontus sundset 
/dancer as the supporting cast, this poetic game of  illusions is played 
out to music by Rameau, Rebel, Handel, Vivaldi and others per-
formed by anna paradiso/harpsichord, dan laurin/recorder and 
magdalena mårding/cello under the direction of  maria lindal.

August sees the premiere of  così fan tutte, the concluding  
part of  our mozart trilogy, which will be making a guest appearance 
in November at the Opéra Royal in Versailles, which also  
hosted the first two operas, each time to a packed house and the 
same degree of  audience and critical acclaim as at Drottningholm! 
We are also delighted to welcome the much lauded soprano  
ida falk winland to the theatre for a fabulous concert conducted by 
maestro marc minkowski.

As part of  our edifying Esprit! programme, we will be exploring the 
works and ideas of  philosopher and author mary wollstonecraft.  
Through literary salons, conversations, lectures and concerts we turn 
our focus to the 18th century from a female perspective. The gifted 
young artist iiris viljanen and her band will bring Esprit! to a close 
in September.

We hope you will make a day of  your trip to Drottningholm – 
take the ferry, enjoy a picnic in the palace theatre or a glass of  wine 
in the Déjeunersalong Bar, take a guided tour of  the theatre and 
broaden your senses in preparation for the evening’s performance.

So “soyez les très bienvenus” to the inspirational, sensual world 
of  the 18th century!  

Welcome!
Sofi Lerström
Artistic and Managing Director



Così fan tutte



Opera buffa in two acts by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1790)
Libretto: Lorenzo da Ponte

We will be telling the story of  a character who is mysterious and well known, 
dangerous and amiable, loathsome and loveable. In our interpretation of  the 
Mozart-Da Ponte trilogy it is actually a matter of  a single role figure who moves 
from play to play and binds together the whole: An incredible libertine, in his 
youth known as Cherubino, in adulthood Don Giovanni, and finally, in old age, 
Don Alfonso. We are going to create an intimate and improvised scene, exactly 
like the theatres set up for the fairs and market days where Italian touring theatre 
troupes of  the past appeared. 

Conductor Marc Minkowski
Director Ivan Alexandre
Costumes and design Antoine Fontaine
Light design Tobias Hagström Ståhl
Wigs and makeup Sofia Ranow
Cast Ana Maria Labin, Serena Malfi,  
 Robert Gleadow, Anicio Zorzi 
 Giustiniani, Giulia Semenzato, 
 Jean-Sébastien Bou

The Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra

In Italian with Swedish surtitles. English synopsis in the programme 
booklet. Running time approx. 3 hrs incl. one intermission. 

During three seasons the theatre is staging Mozart’s da Ponte trilogy 
– Le nozze di Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte. The third 
and last production, in collaboration with the French artistic team 
of  Marc Minkowski, Ivan Alexandre and Antoine Fontaine, is Così 
fan tutte. The entire trilogy is so designed as to be easily transported 
to other opera houses with one and the same stage set based on a 
playful variation on the “theatre within a theatre” theme. 

Le Nozze di Figaro and Don Giovanni has already been guest per-
forming at Paris’s Opéra Royal de Versailles. Così fan tutte will be 
next, in November 2017.

With support from the Friends of  Drottningholms Slottsteater via 
the Henrik Nordmark Foundation

5–19 August (see calendar)
Tickets 295 SEK / 595 SEK / 950 SEK / 1 050 SEK / 1 250 SEK



Esprit!



Esprit! offers a new form of  entertaining and enlightening event. 
While we stand firm in our tradition and history, we look ahead to 
the future and beyond to the outside world. Contemporary arts must 
be free to encounter the deep cultural heritage to give birth to new, 
surprising forms of  expression.

Grand opening and National Day 6 June
Join us as the theatre opens for the season! We invite you to a day 
of  song, music, tours, dance and one or two surprises! Pony and 
cart rides in the park, face painting à la 1700s, pottering, dress-up 
tours and 5 minute operas in the theatre tent will keep the little ones 
entertained too.  

6 June / Free admission 

The Alchemist’s secret –  
Drottningholm and the quest for gold
A performance celebrating the growth of  art, philosophy and science 
from the perspective of  the magical world of  the Drottningholm 
theatre and its ingenious stage machinery. Music, décor and lyrics 
derive from contemporary ideas of  the four elements.

In a secret laboratory in the palace, Nordenskiöld attempts to apply the alchemical 
arts to turning base metals into gold in order to abolish poverty in the world.  
The King, who has run out of  money and long been pinning his hopes on this 
divine art, has begun to tire of  Nordenskiöld’s fruitless labours. To appease the 
King, a royal performance is staged on the four elements. The fourth wall between 
stage and audience gradually dissolves.

15–18 June (see calendar)
Tickets 195 SEK / 150 SEK up to 26 years / 100 SEK up to 12 years

Concept, director and choreographer    Patrik Sörling
Musical concept    Maria Lindal
Costumes    Lena Dahlström
Wigs and makeup     Sofia Ranow
The Alchemist   Stina Ekblad
The Singer   Karolina Blixt
The Dancer   Pontus Sundset
The Musicians   Maria Lindal (violin)
  Magdalena Mårding (cello) 
  Dan Laurin (recorder)
  Anna Paradiso (harpsichord)

With support from the Friends of  Drottningholms Slottsteater



Ida Falk Winland



Concert
Ida Falk Winland, soprano. Marc Minkowski, conductor
The Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra 

A versatile artist with an international career meets Maestro  
Minkowski!

We are proud to present Ida Falk Winland who takes on classical, 
contemporary and traditional music with great enthusiasm. Her 
repertoire comprises from Monteverdi (1567–1643) to Mika (1983–). 
Ida Falk Winland performs in opera houses such as Göteborgs-
Operan, La Scala, Opéra national de Paris, Covent Garden and 
Händel-Festspiele in Göttingen.

In tonight’s concert there will be music and arias by among others  
W A Mozart and Joseph Haydn. 

The concert is approx. 1,5 hours incl. one intermission.

The Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra was founded by Arnold Östman in 1979 
to perform Mozart’s Don Giovanni on original instruments. This was the first 
opera in what was to become the world renowned Östman/Järvefelt Mozart 
cycle. The orchestra still performs on original instruments, from the early music 
repertoire to contemporary works. Without the Drottningholm Theatre Orchestra, 
our understanding of  music in an 18th century opera house would be much less 
developed. Since 2014 Maria Lindal is the theatre’s musical director.

12 August at 19.30 
Tickets 295 SEK / 495 SEK 



Iiris Viljanen 



3xWollstonecraft 
Three entertaining and edifying events based on the ideas of  the 
Enlightenment and the work of  18th century philosopher Mary 
Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) – one of  the first modern feminists in  
the history of  the West. Speakers, researchers, actors and musicians. 
In Swedish.

In the Déjeuner Salon 
The Déjeuner Bar opens one hour before each event.

26 August 15.00 Till försvar för kvinnans rättigheter (A Vindication 
of  the Rights of  Woman).
 
2 September 15.00 Brev skrivna under en kort vistelse i Sverige, 
Norge och Danmark (Letters Written in Sweden, Norway, and 
Denmark).
 
9 September 17.00 Wollstonecrafts svenska systrar (Wollstonecraft’s 
Swedish sisters).
 
Tickets 90 SEK
 

Concert 
Iiris Viljanen and her band. Iiris Viljanen is one of  the most popular 
singer-songwriters among Swedish critics today. 

9 September 19.00
Tickets 200 SEK



Guided Tours



Follow our multi-lingual guides on a theatre 
tour that will convey impressions of  theatre 
life in the 18th century and give a better 
understanding of  our living cultural heri-
tage. The theatre is open for guided tours 
daily April–September, Friday-Sunday 
in October, and Saturday–Sunday in 
November–17 December. Guided tours in 
English every hour on the hour; in French 
and German in high season. A tour lasts 
30 minutes and as a complement to the 
tour you are welcome to the Theatre Shop 
to watch a short film on the unique stage 
machinery.

Groups can book a guide all year around. 
Tel. +46 8 759 04 06 or guide@dtm.se
Tickets in the Theatre Shop, for one tour 
only; or a World Heritage ticket including 
the theatre, the palace and the Chinese 
pavilion; or a Combination ticket including 
the theatre and the palace (spring and 
autumn). There is also a Combination 
ticket including boat from Stockholm, the 
theatre, the palace and the Chinese pavil-
ion. Book at www.stromma.se.

Before the evening performances, a 45 
minutes guided tour starts at 16.30, in 
English. Book together with your perfor-
mance tickets or in the Theatre Shop.

Theme Tours
Join a theme tour, for interesting aspects 
of  the theatre. Tickets online or in the 
Theatre Shop. The tours are bookable 
for groups, please send request to 
guide@dtm.se

Bergman and the Magic Flute
Ingmar Bergman’s film version of  the 
famous Mozart opera was set in a mock-up 
version of  the Drottningholm theatre. Join 
theatre historian Péter Balás on a guided 
tour and learn more about the fascinating 
film project. 
—
Saturday 8 July and Sunday 16 July at 
15.00. 
Tickets 150 SEK, Students 100 SEK

Rendezvous – the History of Love 
and Passion
From rococo serenades, engagements and 
royal weddings to the secret stories of  the 
auditorium’s incognito boxes. This special 
guided tour of  the court theatre also tells 
about homosexuality, sailors and prostitu-
tion, in the 18th century. We walk a lot, in 
many staircases, all around the theatre.
—
Sunday 30 July at 15.00, Wednesday 
2 August at 17.30, Sunday 6 August at 
15.00, Friday 18 August at 15.00. 
Tickets 150 SEK, Students 100 SEK



A Gustavian Christmas
Join us as we step back into an 18th cen-
tury Christmas. Find out what people ate, 
how they kept warm, how many candles 
were consumed, and how the royals 
entertained themselves with lots of  yuletide 
play-acting.
—
Saturday 10 December at 12.00 at 14.00, 
Sunday 11 December at 12.00 and 14.00.
Tickets 150 SEK, Students 100 SEK.

Christmas Fair at Drottningholm
A traditional Christmas Market outside 
the theatre, where you can buy food and 
handicrafts. We open the theatre for guid-
ed tours and in the Theatre Shop we have 
loads of  decorations and gifts just right for 
Christmas!

The Theatre Shop
In the Theatre Shop there are plenty 
of  gifts and souvenirs for all ages and at 
different prices. You may find a handmade 
candlestick in Rococo style, a glittering 
hair slide, or a commedia dell’arte mask. 
Also books on theatre history, Gustav III’s 
actors, and other 18th topics as well as 
Mozart operas on cd and dvd. A lot of  
fun things for children and beautiful items 
for interior decoration, as pottery with 
pattern from the theatre’s hand painted 
wallpapers.

In the Theatre Shop you get tickets for 
guided tours and performances. You can 
also pre-book interval drinks, get the per-
formance programme, and watch a short 
film about the theatre’s stage machinery.

Costume Sale
We are selling from our theatre costume 
storage! All made in the theatre’s cos-
tume department. 
—
30 september

The Déjeuner Salon Bar 
The Déjeuner Salon Bar is open 1,5 
hours before the performance and during 
intervals. We serve coffee/tea, snacks, 
wine, champagne and soft drinks. Pre-per-
formance talks start one hour before the 
opera performance. Admission free.

drottningholms slottsteater



For the whole family
Follow in Prince Gustav’s footsteps
A guided tour for children (from age 5) 
starting with getting dressed up in an 18th 
century costume! Mainly in Swedish, but 
as a parent you may translate together with 
the multi-lingual guide.
—
7 May–24 September Sundays at 14.00 
(except matinee performance days)
26 June–12 August daily at 14.00
30 October–4 November daily at 12.00 
and 14.00.  
Tickets children 50 SEK, adults 100 SEK.

Halloween fun
Theatre ghosts and stage spooks – a spine 
chilling dramatised tour!
The tours are in Swedish, but may be 
exciting and scary even if  you do not un-
derstand everything, as we move backstage 
in the dark theatre…
—
30 October–4 November 
At 11.00 age 4–6 
At 13.00 age 7–11 
At 15.00 age 12 and up
Tickets 80 SEK, 120 SEK for adults







drottningholms slottsteater

Tickets
Tickets to the performances are easily 
booked online at www.ticketmaster.se or 
by phone (Ticketmaster Callcenter)  
+46 77 170 70 70. Choose “eTicket” to 
get your e-ticket after payment by credit 
card. If  you want tickets for a group (min-
imum 15 tickets), please send a request to 
biljett@dtm.se. Already in Stockholm? Buy 
tickets direct at Stockholms Turaffär at the 
Stockholm Central upper hall, or in the 
Theatre Shop, Drottningholm.

Pre-order a programme, a picnic, a guided 
tour, interval refreshments and/or a bus 
back to Stockholm after the performance, 
when you book your tickets!

In collaboration with Strömma, we offer a 
wonderful opera package, including a boat 
trip from Stockholm, a two meal dinner 
on board, Così fan tutte, and bus back to 
Stockholm. Read more and book online at 
www.stromma.se, dinner cruises.

The Friends 

Welcome to The Friends of  
Drottningholms Slottsteater! Lots of  
benefits for members. Please contact 
dtv@drottningholmsteaternsvanner.se 
for more information and subscription. 
Subscriptions can also be paid in the 
Theatre Shop.

Thank you
We would like to thank the Friends of  
Drottningholms Slottsteater, Barbro 
Osher Pro Suecia Foundation,  Ingemo 
and Karl-Otto Bonnier, Elisabeth Jancke 
Brandberg and Jens Spendrup for their 
contribution to this year’s programme.



March 1 -31  Guided tours Daily tours Saturday-Sunday
 21, 23, 24, 26  Opera Don Giovanni, guest performances  
   in Versailles

April 1 April - 30 September  Guided Tours Daily tours

June 6  Esprit! Grand opening and National Day
 15 19.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret
 16 19.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret Fully subscribed 
 17 15.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret
 17 18.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret 
 18 15.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret
 18  18.00 Esprit! The Alchemist’s secret Fully subscribed
 26 June -12 August 14.00 For the whole family Follow in Prince 
   Gustav’s footsteps

July 8 15.00 Guided Tours Bergman and the Magic Flute
 16 15.00 Guided Tours Bergman and the Magic Flute
 30  15.00 Guided Tours Rendezvous…

August 2  17.30 Guided Tours Rendezvous…
 5 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte PREMIÈRE
 6 15.00 Guided Tours Rendezvous…
 7 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte 
 9 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte 
 11 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte 
 12 19.30 Esprit! Concert Ida Falk Winland
 13 16.00 Opera Così fan tutte 
 15 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte 
 17 19.30 Opera Così fan tutte 
 18 15.00 Guided Tours Rendezvous…
 19 16.00 Opera Così fan tutte 
 26 15.00 Esprit! 3xWollstonecraft 

September 2 15.00 Esprit! 3xWollstonecraft 
 9 17.00 Esprit! 3xWollstonecraft 
 9 19.00 Esprit! Concert Iiris Viljanen
 30  Costume sale

October 1-31  Guided Tours Friday-Sunday
 30 October- 4 November 11.00, 13.00, 15.00 For the whole family Theatre ghosts 
   and stage spooks
 30 October - 4 November  12.00, 14.00 For the whole family Follow in Prince 
   Gustav’s footsteps

November 1 November -17 December  Guided Tours Saturday-Sunday
 8, 9, 11, 12     Così fan tutte, guest performances in Versailles

December 9 -10  Christmas Fair at Drottningholm
 10 12.00 Guided Tours A Gustavian Christmas
 10  14.00 Guided Tours A Gustavian Christmas 
 11  12.00 Guided Tours A Gustavian Christmas 
 11 14.00 Guided Tours A Gustavian Christmas 

Calender 2017




